School News

ST. STEPHEN’S JUNIOR SCHOOL

March 2024

We Model What We Value

Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been a really busy term here at SSJS, and it finally feels like spring is on it's way af-
ter what seems like months of rain!
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I ¥ We have continued to hold our ‘No Outsiders’ assemblies as a whole school, focusing on |
I themes of inequality and stereotyping. Children have really started to recognise the lan- |
I guage around ‘No Outsiders’, understanding that creating a sense of belonging means wel- |
I coming every single member of our school community and treating them kindly and sup- |
I porting them. We have also challenged stereotypical views held in terms of gender, looking |
| at the Viking Warrior, who was assumed to be a man for many years. Since the introduction |
| of ‘No Outsiders’ and our focus on educating children about prejudicial language, we have seen children become much |
: more mindful and aware of the language they are using and the impact on others. We now have over 44 languages within :
l |
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the school, so it is vitally important that we can support all members of our diverse community. This is what makes our
school special and unique!

We would very much like to say Thank you to Mrs Mann and the children for organising such a fabulous Book Week. It
was wonderful to see all the children (and staff!) dressed in a variety of outfits and taking part in the many activities that
had been organised for them. Children really loved the workshop with the illustrator Garry Parsons, reading in the dark, a
book swap along with many other fun activities to encourage children to read.

It has also been lovely to see the Year 5 children perform in their assemblies and have an opportunity to show off their
many talents. We are very much looking forward to their Spring Showcase! We hope that you all have a lovely Easter holi-
day with your families.

Laura Cutts and Sarah Heaney Headteachers

A huge well done to Lion Class
and Mrs Edwards for organising a
fantastic Comic Relief Day with a

conga, cake sale and lots of fun

activities for everyone to take
part in! We raised a whooping
£600! Amazing job!
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SCHOOL COUNCIL We spoke to the school council about what they love
in school and what they would like to see improve.
What we love in school: Improvements |
° By far the most popular were the school pets ' :

— especially Kaia the dog! ! All the responses

' around improve-

° The No Outsiders assemblies and lessons .
Each term we meet to discuss what we can do to ¢ Being able to play football : ments to the SCh?O| :
improve the school. So far we have improved ° Playing Timestable Rockstars ' were around .gett'lng :
playtimes and created a rota for football and |® We love all the school pets- the fish and the : mor.e .p'lay equipment,
four square. Next term we will be fundraising by dog! (this was very popular) : activities and games :
selling ice lollies after school to raise money for | e I love the class assemblies : that can support fun '
some more outdoor equipment —based on all the | e The surroundings — the big field and colourful : lunchtimes and :

responses from the school council! displays | breaktimes. '
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I YOUNG INTERPRETERS 3

| Our newly appointed Young Interpreters met with Miss Jackson for

| their first training session this week. They are all extremely enthu-

| siastic about their new role within our school and had a great first
| session talking to each other about their own experiences of learn-
|3 ing languages. The Young Interpreters will play a pivotal role within
i our school community by showing non-English speaking visitors !
I} around our school; supporting new arrivals during their first few !
| days whilst they get to grips with daily school life and being a famil- !
|! iar face at lunch and break times. Our ten fantastic volunteers
|: have all been chosen because they have shown they have all the
| qualities needed to take on this integral role. A huge congratula-
i tions to all of them!
|

We had amazing fun celebrating
Holi festival — the festival of Spring
love and colour.

understanding of Holi day
then they all participated outside!
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In term 5 we will be hosting a parent meeting to discuss our findings around children's online usage
in the school and share information about how we can support our pupils in navigating this.
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\WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

| BULLYING

Unkind comments or images which

are % rposely aimed at an individual

can be shared freely in a group chat -

allowing and often encouraging others

to join in the bullJIng behaviour. If this
ontentis shared in a group of their peers

Tespecmlly a Iarger roup), it serves to

amplify the hurt, embarrassment, anxiety
nd isolation that the victim feels.

A
EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION

This common issue with group chats can
happen in several ways: starting a new

group, for instance, but deliberately excluding
a certain child. Likewise, the chot may take
place on an app which one child doesn’t have
access to, meaning they can‘t be involved. A
child can also feel isolated when a group chat is
used to discuss or share images from an event
that everyone else but them attended.

f

INAPPROPRIATE CONTE

Some discussions in group chats may
include lnarpropnate words, swearing and
unsuitable images or videos. These could be
viewed by your child if they are part of that
group, whether they actively engage Initor not.
# Some chat apps have a d:suppeormP message
function, so xour child may be unable to report
, something they‘ve seen because it can only be
viewed once or for a short time.
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SHARING GROUP CONTENT

It’s important to remember that - while the
content of the chat is private between those
in the group - individual users can G(ISI|Z
share a message, photo or video with others
outside of the group or screenshot what’s been
osted. The risk of something your chlld
intended as private becommg public (and
potentlally going viral) Is hllg er if there are
people they don't know well'in the group.

oA '
UNKNOWN MEMBERS !

Within brgerﬁrou chats, it's more

likely your child will be communicmlng

with people they don'treally know. These
strangers may be friends of the host, but

not necessarl y friendly toward your ‘child.

It's wise for young people not to share
personal de alls and stay aware that they have
no control over the messages and images they
share after they've put them online.

NOTIFICATIONS AND FOMO

A drawback of lurge'ﬂroup chats is the
sheer number of notifications. Every time &
someone in the roup messages, your child's
device will be ‘pinged’ with an alert: potentially,
this could mean hundreds of notifications a day.
Not only is this highly distracting, but young
people’s fear of missing outon t 1@ latest
conversation results in increased screen time.as
they try to keep up with the chat.

CONSIDER OTHERS' FEELINGS

Group chats are often an arena for /\
young people to gain social status. This

could cause them to do or say things on '\
impulse, which could upset others in the

group. Encourage your child to consider how™
other people might feel if they engaged in this
behaviour. If your child does upset a member of
their group chat, support them to reach out, show
empolhy and apolog se for their mistake.

PRACTTSE SAFE SHA SHARING

In any online communication, it's vital for :‘/I

young people to be aware of what they're
sharing and who might potentially see it.
Discuss the importance of not revealing
identifiable details like their address, their
school or photos that they wouldn® tlike to be
seen widely. Remind them that once something
is shared in a group, they lose control of where it
may end up and how it might be used.

Meet Our Expert

Dr Claire w(hol‘un( isanonline s
and researc
oullyin g\

mplemented
chools. She has

the Austr: lll'lﬂ jovernment © ()V“p'!(l[ Slll\ emet.
behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australia

consultant; educator

l GIVE SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Remind rour child that they can confide in you if
they feel bullied or excluded in a grougchct
instead of responding to the person who's upset
them. Validate their hurt feelings and help

to put them back in control by discussing

how they'd like to handle the situation.

On a related note, you could also

empower your child to speak up if they're

in a chat where others are being picked on.

AVOID INVITING STRANGERS

SchY many individuals online hide their
true identity to gain a child‘s trust - for
example, to gather information on them,

to exchange Inappropriate content or to coax
them into doing things they aren’t comfortable
with. Ensure your child understands why they
shouldn’t add people they don’t know to a group
chat - and, especially, to never accept a group
chat invitation from a stranger.

derspnid sl ety o

BLOCK, REPORT AND LEAVE

If your child is in a chat where

inappropriate content is being shared,

advise them to block the users sending

the material, report them to the host O?E

or platform and exit the group. If any of this
content could be pultin?I a minor at risk,
contact the police. Emphasise to your child that
it's OK for them to simply leave any group chat
that they don’t feel comfortable being a part of.

SILENCE NOTTFICATIONS

notifications from a group chatcan bea
massive irritation and distraction -
especially if it's happemng late in the

1

Having a phone or tablet bombarded with *

evening. Explain to your child that they

can still be part of the %:oup chat, but that it
would be healthier for them to turn off or

mute the notifications and catch up with the
conversation at a time whlch better suits them.

¥ &) National
Online
Safety’

#WakeUpWednesday
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Which Jormation do you think is better W use in battle? Explain why.
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Hotel lie-rule a hotel full of lies

Firstly, my dream hotel is actually a party for rats. Secondly, it is run down and in disrepair. It is so
miserable that | felt bad for the owners. Also, the castle is not much... except... a dump! The Castle
was overgrown and crumbling. ANND it was not even paradise. It was helll Work of the devil | say.
They should call themselves Hotel-Lie-Rule!

When we finally came to our room, it was miserable and dirty. After finally cleaning up, all we could
watch were inappropriate horror movies. | had nightmares for a year! Also, | had to sleep on a
balcony in uncomfortable hammock. I'd rather sleep in a bin or be eaten by rats than sleep in that
hammaock again. It was hell and my compartment number was 666!

The tower is old and creaky! Also, | only got to see an annoying pigeon blind me with its disposing
system — sacrebleu! Don't get me started on that! Play equipment was broken, the gym is cramped
and the river is dried up.

Yet again, the kitchen was dirty and disappointment and the waiter was old! Also a fooll!! He KEPT
falling over and splattering food on my face. If | was the manager, I'd have had him fired! To live on
the streets! And the food is covered in leaves. | mean...who eats leaves? Other than the food
covered in leaves, the cooks really need to learn to cook because all the food must've been from
Aldi.

Now to the brochure, other than the pool being dried up, the slide was actually a chute to a rubbish
bin! | mean seriously? What the heck! After | got out, the staff said for me to take a shower. When |
arrived back to my room my wife had to lock me out till | took a shower.

On one final note, don't think | am joking. Read this review cautiously and go somewhere nice like
Santa marina or Centre parks rather than spending money at Hotel Hyrule,

This was hell and | mean it. | shall never show my face here again!

P.s you better give me a refund.




