
School News 

29th January 2021 We Model What We Value 

A hello from your Headteachers: 

It is easy to feel the strain of what is now an extended period of life in a pandemic and this can 

negatively impact upon the perceptions we have of ourselves.  We must remember that we are in 

this together and by continuing to connect and share with each other, we are stronger, more unit-

ed and more equipped in modelling to our children how to cope with times of challenge and un-

certainty. We are sending our best wishes to you all.  Laura Cutts and Sarah Heaney  

 Voices from our School.  

We asked Mrs Dowkes, Mrs 

Rayner and Mrs Oakes, “What are 

you missing most about normal school life? 

What are you looking forward to?”  

“Well, there are so many things that we, 

in the school offices are missing at the 

moment. We miss not being able to 

chat to parents that come in to ask us 

things, pay dinner money or just to say 

Hello.   

 

Mostly though we miss hearing the chil-

dren, their laughter, chatting to them 

and even their singing!  We miss seeing 

the children’s smiles every day. It’s the 

main reason we all enjoy coming to 

work every day.   

 

We are hearing though, that children 

are working really hard and we are all 

looking forward to the school being the 

busy, lively place that it usually is when 

all the children can return again!” 

 

 
Area of Focus  - Each day is a new day! 

 

‘ 

  

 

As we look back on the first month of 2021, we are so proud of the 

determination, energy and positivity that is being shown through-

out our brilliant school community. We know that this is not without 

a great deal of hard work and effort and would like to thank you 

all for your shared commitment at a time when there are so many 

conflicting demands on time, resources and families.  

 

SSJS 

A big well done to everyone who has 

been continuing with their traffic light 

resolutions. We have seen lots of great 

examples of people deciding to do 

things more or less each day. We have 

also seen some great attempts at stop-

ping things too! 

From more recycling and running to less 

self-criticism, you are doing a great job! 

Remember, every day is a new oppor-

tunity so keep going … let’s make this 

last all year!  



 

 

 

 

 

COMING SOON 

Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February 

each year to promote the safe and positive use of 

digital technology for children and young people. 

 

There will be lots of activities, competitions for both 

pupils and families to be a part of, and an online  

survey for parents and carers..  

 

Throughout the day, pupils will be focusing on being 

safe online and exploring key messages around this.  

More information soon.  

FOOD IS FUEL!  

Mrs Gaiger has been so impressed with all of the children’s hard work, she is sharing some of her 

top recipes for great brain fuel!  

 

 

SSJS 



 

Breathing can help to calm worries and anxiety 

and help you to focus on a task more easily if you 

are feeling distracted or finding it tricky. Have a 

go! 

1. Stretch out one hand so that there is space 

between your fingers.  

2. Hold up the pointer finger from the other 

hand.  

3. Starting at your thumb, use your pointer fin-

ger to trace up your thumb as you slowly 

breathe in through your mouth.  

4. When you get to the top of your thumb, slow-

ly breathe out through your nose.  

5. Repeat for each finger breathing in as you 

trace up and breathing out as you trace 

down.  



 
We know that remote learning can present challenges and we want to continue to 

support in these times. Please remember, we are only a phone call or email away.  

There are lots of ways that we can help:  

 

 We can loan an ipad or laptop for home learning.  This enables all children to 

have access to Class Dojo and all of their learning .                                          

Please ring or email Sally Millsted. 

 Telephone advice and support with accessing home learning on line with our In-

formation Technology staff – Please ring or email Mr Krauspe or Mr Ball.   

 Delivery of an emergency food parcel if you unwell with Covid 19, isolating or are 

shielding. Please ring or email foodparcel@ststephensjuniorschool.co.uk 

 Access to emergency food parcels through our work with Canterbury Foodbank 

which offer three days’ emergency supply of food for the household.  These will 

be home delivered by us. Please ring or email Kym Amos. 

 Parental support with Gracie Barden our Emotional Wellbeing Practitioner 

(Trainee).  For more referral information contact Sally Millsted. 

 Through Canterbury City Council and their Winter Poverty Grant, we can offer fi-

nancial support if you are in financial crisis (including where you are not receiving 

a regular income or you have suddenly stopped working.)  Please ring or email 

Sally Millsted. 

 

How to contact us:  

For support you can contact staff below on the school telephone number  

01227 464119 or via email; 

 

Sally Millsted, Family Support 

      smillsted@ststephensjuniorschool.co.uk        Mobile: 07808036143 

 

Kym Amos, Family Support  

             kamos@ststephensjuniorschool.co.uk           Mobile: 07890017790 

 

Kate Chatfield, Special Educational Needs Coordinator   

             senco@ststephensjuniorscshool.co.uk 

 

Donovan Krauspe, ICT  dkrauspe@ststephensjuniorschool.co.uk 

Jeff Ball, ICT                        jball@ststephensjuniorschool.co.uk 
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Year 3 Oak Class - Sumire 

Sumire has approached all aspects of remote learning with positivity, enthu-

siasm and determination. We have thoroughly enjoyed seeing her creativity 

shine through the work she has handed in. Her Arctic Fox fact file, writing on 

The Secret of Black Rock and investigative work with magnets are some of 

the highlights in her portfolio. 

 

 
Year 4  Pear Class - Daniel  

Throughout the last 3 weeks, Daniel has remained engaged with his home 

learning. He has completed all the tasks set to an excellent standard and 

has even been completing his own additional work. I have felt proud looking 

at the work Daniel posts on Class Dojo, along with his videos of informative, 

and funny, facts. Daniel’s enthusiasm for his learning is admirable – long may 

it continue. A huge well done to you, Daniel! 

 

 
Year 5 Cedar Class - Lillianna  

I have been so impressed by the work that Lillianna has produced in lock-

down. She has been working really hard across all subjects every day and as 

such is making real progress with her learning which is evident in our daily 

zoom calls where she often answers questions about the work we have cov-

ered. Her positive approach is one we can all learn from. 

 

Year 6 – Suyog  

All of the Year Six teachers have been delighted with Suyog’s superb work 

during the latest lockdown. He has posted work onto his portfolio daily, 

maintaining the high standards of presentation and effort that he always set 

for himself in class. He responds to teachers’ feedback, and is always willing 

to go back to a piece of work to make corrections or improvements. In 

school, Suyog has always been an ideal role-model, and he is maintaining 

his outstanding approach during home learning. Well done, Suyog. The Year 

Six teachers are very proud of you! 

 

Weekly Cup Winners in school 



Year 3 

Logan has really enjoyed writing with Mrs C and has 

put lots of effort into his persuasive letter.  

Year 3 have been researching Polar animals. Here is 

Kayla's poster about the Arctic fox.  
 

Mrs Harmer's Spanish lessons have been a 

huge hit with Year 3. Here is Iyed's beautifully 

presented work on the months of the year!   

Jesse’s wonderful kraken drawing for his 

reading lesson. 

Weekly Good Work 



Year 4                                                                                                                       

Iona – Plum 

Iona is clearly enjoying her Literacy 

with Mrs C. She has a good system in 

place for collecting and recording he 

vocabulary on her thinking side of her 

page. This is supporting her to write 

some impressive pieces with great 

word choices and ambitious writing 

techniques. Well done Iona, keep up 

the hard work! 

Eva – Pine 

Eva has used alliteration to start 

her letter. She has chosen her 

words carefully to convey empa-

thy and understanding of the im-

pact of her actions in this scenar-

io. She has also taken the time to 

read through her work and edit it 

where needed. We are extreme-

ly proud of the writing that you 

are producing Eva. Well done! 

 

Jessica: Year 4 have enjoyed learning all about hurri-

canes and how they are formed this week. Jessica 

produced a fantastic, eye-catching poster with all 

the facts she had learnt. PALM 

 

 



Year 5 

Holly class. It’s maths work from Finlay. 

I was truly impressed with the way she identified the problem or thing she was missing – 

school; and then invented/designed some Virtual Reality shades which allowed her to 

remotely tap into the classroom – ingenious! 



Year 6 

DT work from Emilia in Willow 

 

Art work by Summer in Walnut,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 History from Thurston in Cherry. 

 

 

 Maths from Alya in Spruce. 


