
School News 

14th May 2021 We Model What We Value 

Hello and welcome to our latest update!  

Term Five is in full flow and the warmer weather and ability to 

see family and loved ones has certainly had a great impact 

on us all as a school community. We will always remember 

with a great sense of admiration just how well our children 

adapted to such a restrictive chapter of their lives and we 

are planning for the future to ensure that they are able to pursue the opportunities and 

experiences that they so much deserve.  We feel honoured, as always, to be sharing 

this next chapter of life and learning with you all. Laura Cutts & Sarah Heaney  

    CLUBS  

The relaunch of clubs last week took 

us one step further in our return to wider SSJS life 

since the Covid outbreak. Children have been 

having a wonderful time and the adults involved 

have praised their enthusiasm. Some clubs still 

have spaces so please do contact Nikki Rayner 

if you would like to explore these opportunities.  

 

THE BIG ASK  

A quick reminder to follow up on the 

information sent earlier this week. The Big Ask is 

the largest ever survey of children in England 

and is designed to find out about their aspira-

tions and concerns for the future. The deadline 

for completing is 21st May and we fully support 

this opportunity for children to share their views. 

The future is theirs and this process is being run to 

enable the Children’s Commissioner to better 

represent what matters most to them. It would 

be brilliant if you were able to complete this. 

 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/ 

SAVE THE DATE!  

We are delighted to be support-

ing this wonderful local charity 

with our fundraising day on Friday 

28th May. This year is another 

chance for children to complete 

the ‘Stay Home, Sleep Out’ chal-

lenge so please get the sleeping 

bags ready!  More information 

coming soon…  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/


 

This week was Mental Health Awareness Week. 

The chosen theme was #ConnectWithNature as it 

is such an effective way to tackle mental health 

problems and protect our wellbeing.  

Being outside and engaging with nature increases 

creativity and a sense of wonder. To encourage this, the children 

took part in an outdoor mindfulness scavenger hunt to find items 

in nature. Here are some snapshots of their quests!  

Parenting Support 
 
At St Stephen’s Junior School we are fortunate to 
have the additional support of an Emotional Wellbe-
ing Practitioner. Gracie has been offering virtual sup-
port to parents over recent months with parenting 
support for their child’s anxiety or behaviour.  If you 
would like more information of this parenting sup-
port, please contact Sally Millsted. Following an initial 
assessment, the sessions are usually weekly with 
Gracie following a behaviour or anxiety programme 
which is tailored to you and your child. 

Bounce Back - Youth Emotional Resilience Course 9-

13year olds 

Mid Kent Mind are offering a 6-week course via Zoom 

teaching young people how they can combat stress, 

deal with emotions and reduce anxiety so they can 

‘bounce back’ from the challenges they face in 

life.  The course is running from 8th June until 13th July 

and sessions start at 4pm.  If you child is interested 

and would like a place please 

email bookings@midkentmind.org.uk 

mailto:bookings@midkentmind.org.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Weekly Cup Winners in school 

Year 3  

Harley Azimi 

  

 I want to award 

Harley the cup 

because he has 

been working 

incredibly hard in 

all areas of his 

learning. He ap-

proaches all 

tasks with huge 

amounts of en-

thusiasm and I 

am so proud of 

all that he has 

achieved. Well 

done Harley!  

 

Year 4  

Ellena Duri 

 

 Ellena’s resilience 

and determina-

tion towards her 

learning in maths 

has grown consid-

erably this term. 

She is also working 

incredibly hard 

with her writing 

and impressing 

the whole Year 4 

team. Well done, 

Ellena – keep up 

the good work!  

Year 5  

 Tallulah Ostle   

 

I have been so impressed 

with how quickly Tallulah 

has settled into life at St 

Stephen’s since joining us 

at the start of this term.  It 

must be hard to join a 

class half way through 

the year but right from 

the offset, she has just 

slotted into Cedar class 

and has made friends 

already. She has com-

pleted all of her work to 

an excellent standard so 

far and has already 

shown herself to be a su-

perb writer in English les-

sons. I am really looking 

forward to getting to 

know Tallulah better and 

seeing her progress. 

Year 6  

Tallulah  

 

Tallulahis an 

ideal role-

model for the 

school! She is 

exceptionally 

hard working 

and motivated, 

always giving 

100% effort to 

every aspect of 

school life. She 

is kind and 

thoughtful to-

wards others, 

and all of the 

Year 6 teachers 

are very proud 

of her.  

SSJS Magnificence with Myon!  

We are delighted that pupils are using the Myon system to continue 

on their reading journey from the comfort of home.  If you feel that 

you have missed information or are unsure as to how your child can 

access the system, please do contact us and we will be able to 

help.  

 

We asked some Year 4 pupils to describe their experiences so far…  

 

“I use it nearly every day - it is amazing. If you are busy or doing something else at the 

same time, you can also use the audio function to listen to books. It is really calming. I have 

found good non-fiction books to help my knowledge of topics. Now it doesn’t matter if I 

haven’t got a book at home that I want to read because I can find one on Myon.”  

 

“It helps me because if I have nothing to do, it is a fun way to read. I type in whatever I 

want to read about and find titles that link to this. The books about insects have been real-

ly interesting. At first it took a while to get used to the new style but the more I have used it 

the more I like it. It is still nice to read paper books and sit down in a cosy place or read be-

fore bed to calm down but this electronic system is great.”  



Year 3 

DT- We were making moving monsters using a pneumatic system. Excellent work from 

Oak class. 

Weekly Good Work 

 
Our pupils continue to delight our teaching and support staff with their wonderful work. Here is a show-
case of some of the fabulous work from another week of top effort. Well done, everyone!  

Charlotte in Elm 

Pietro Wheeler – A narrative inspired by the film The Blue Umbrella  



Year 4                                   

 Pine Classes independent write from 
Lucas Wood. 



Year 5 

 

 

 

Harmony from Holly 

Class 

Harmony has complet-

ed some fantastic 

maths work this week. 

She has used the place 

value chart to subtract 

decimals within one 

and has a clear under-

standing when con-

verting between frac-

tions, decimals and 

percentages. Keep up 

the great work! 



Year 6 

Year 6 have been working very hard in art cre-
ating mixed media compositions based on 
photographs that tell a story. They first 
sketched them and then added colour using 
different media. You can see the original and 
final product in the photos.  


