ST. STEPHEN’S JUNIOR SCHOOL

May 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

This term has flown by in the blink of an eye! With the Bank Holiday and a shorter half-term, we are already racing
towards our final academic term of the year.

Our Year 6 pupils have worked incredibly hard this term as they completed their SATs examinations. We are ex-
tremely proud of each and every one of them. Regardless of the results, they approached the tests — and the
many changes needed around school to support them — with maturity, resilience and a positive attitude.

The rest of the school also showed fantastic flexibility while adapting to changes in classrooms and staffing ar-
rangements. It truly was a whole-school effort, expertly coordinated by Miss Williams and the Year 6 team. Well
done to everyone involved! Our Year 5 pupils also completed their CAT tests this term, which involved another full
day of focused effort and determination.

Alongside the assessments, pupils across the school have enjoyed a range of exciting enrichment activities to sup-
port and enhance their learning. Year 3 took part in a Roman workshop, Year 5 enjoyed a Forest School and wild
cooking day, and Year 6 will celebrate the end of term with an Ancient Greek day.

We would like to wish all of our families a happy and restful half-term break, and we hope the sunshine continues
for everyone to enjoy!

Laura Cutts and Sarah Heaney, Headteachers

This term, our Year 5 pupils have been busy preparing for their exciting produc-
tion, inspired by the theme Race Around the World. The performance takes the
audience on a journey across the globe, with each class visiting a different
country and exploring the unique traditions, customs, and cultures that make
each place special.
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I Throughout the production, pupils celebrate a wide range of cultur-
I al experiences, including music, dance, food, art, and storytelling.

I The children have worked incredibly hard to learn their lines,

| songs, and choreography, while also developing a deeper under-

I standing and appreciation of the diversity that exists within our

I world.
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RACE ACROSS THF

The production is strongly linked to our school value of belonging,
highlighting the importance of respect, inclusion, and celebrating W®RLD
the different backgrounds and experiences that make our school

community so special. It has been wonderful to see the enthusi-
asm, confidence, and teamwork shown by all of the pupils in-
volved, and we are very much looking forward to sharing their hard
work and talents with families and the wider school community.
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This week, during our PPA sessions, pupils have been enthusiastically :
taking part in our whole-school eco projects in the Forest School in I
preparation for next term’s Eco Conference. These activities have pro- |
vided children with a wonderful opportunity to work collaboratively |
across year groups while developing their understanding of the im- I
portance of caring for the environment and protecting local habitats.
The overarching theme for the project is providing homes for local wild- |
life. As part of this, children will be creating birdhouses, building shal- |
|
|
|
|
|
|
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low-water habitats, planting wildflowers, and taking part in a range of
other exciting environmental activities designed to encourage biodiver-
sity within our school grounds.

The projects have encouraged teamwork, creativity, and problem-
solving, while also helping pupils to appreciate the positive impact they
can have on the natural world. We are looking forward to showcasing
all of their hard work and learning at the Eco Conference next term.




At our school, we understand that every child is different and that some pupils may need additional
support to help them feel calm, focused, and ready to learn. We recognise that fidget tools can be a

within the classroom.

Fidget tools are not toys, they are supportive resources that may help children with identified SEND
needs to access learning more successfully. To make sure they are used in the most effective and ap-
propriate way, decisions around fidget tools will be made together by the class teacher, parents/carers,

and the SENCo, and included within a child’s provision plan.

If you feel your child may benefit from using a fidget tool in class, please speak to your child’s class
teacher or contact the SENCo. We value working closely with families to ensure every child feels sup-

ported, included, and able to thrive in school.

\’ ' Thank you for supporting us to ensure that pupils access Healthy Snacks at

' breaktime. Children are really appreciating the new snack trays of raisins
- | carrots and apples. Please can we ask for your continued support that you
snack ) . do not send your child in with large sharing bags of crisps / sweets/ energy
. drinks. These items will be confiscated and returned at the end of the day.

shuttesstock com - 2077685527

.,: Wild Classroom '

Year 5

school cooking activities led by “Wild
all the children so engaged and enthu-

=3 "? from around the world — ranging from
= Naan breads to flatbreads. Many chil-
dren let us know that “it is the best day
ever”.

positive part of inclusive practice and can support some children with self-regulation and concentration

Year 5 enjoyed a fabulous day of forest
Classroom” and it was wonderful to see

. siastic about the cooking of their breads




Year 3

their own amazing
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** GOOD WORK
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Ernest Shackleton-explorer




Year § % °, GOODWORK * *

This good work is
from Anokhi and

Mia in Tree Frogs.
This term we've

been learning about | gusmim i ae i

oceans, focusing on | s e v cen fau

ke €at,

how we use the
oceans, coral reefs
and why our oceans
are being damaged.

Below is more
photos for the wild
classroom day.



4~ * GOODWORK * *
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Leopard Class have designed their own dragons (based off our class text
‘Darwin’s Dragons). They have drawn some beautiful pictures and written
some amazing diary entries describing their explorations!
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