School News

ST. STEPHEN’S JUNIOR SCHOOL

26th May

We Model What We Value

Dear Parents and Carers, I
We hope that you are all well and enjoying the (mostly finel) weather. This has been |
another busy term at SSJS as we prepare for the final term before summer and the |
fransition between classes, where we will wave goodbye to our Year 6 students and :
welcome our new Year 3 pupils. |
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| We would like to say a huge well done to all our Year 6 pupils and teachers who worked incredibly hard during
| SAT's week, we were very proud of their perseverance and defermination in completing a week of tests — we ask
| no more than that all our pupils try their best. In terms of our final term, we will have production, PGL, Arts week, :
| Sports day, Year 5 camp out and a whole lot more! This is an incredibly busy time of the year that we hope will
| ensure all pupils make the most of the many opportunities we have not be able to offer in the previous years due I
: to Covid. |
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We can confirm that we will not be mixing your child’s class ahead of the next academic year. Having considered :
all options we are confident that this decision is for the benefit of pupils and teachers and will ensure a smooth |
transition for all classes. This is with the exception of our children in year 3 as move from 3 classes fo 4 classes. We |
hope that you enjoy a wonderful half term, and we will see you all in June! |
Laura Cutts & Sarah Heaney |

BELONGING IN OUR SCHOOL - READY- RESPECTFUL-SAFE
Our school focus this term in our assemblies has been on re-setting the rules in school and discussing our ap-
proach with the children. So that all pupils are aware of the expectations within the school, we have simpli-
fied the rules in school to the following, Ready, Respectful, Safe. We have even learnt these in sign language!
We have been focusing on feaching the pupils the behaviour we expect through recognising good
behaviours and the power of restorative discussion for all pupils involved.

Our approach is in-
formed by this book
which is widely regarded
as having a fransforma-
five effect on behaviour.
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We will be holding a parent meeting to discuss our vision and values along with our c“A“ﬁEs —-—
approach to behaviour on the 20th of June at 6pm. All parents are welcome to attend. | susuiesuiFTs mscHooL seHVIONR

School Values : The theme this term is Equality! ﬂ:;‘;;, :1 Y

This term we were lucky enough to have KRAN (Kent Refugee Action Network,

visit us in school to help explain to the children the many challenges that refugees are facing,
whilst identifying some famous role models who are immigrants. We hope to be able to do more to support
the charity and confinue working with them to help educate our pupils. We have also explored the equali-
tfies act and how groups are protected from prejudice and discrimination by the law. We want all our chil-
dren to feel confident in challenging discrimination.




We have also
looked at gen-
der stereotyp-
ing as part of
our work on
Equality and
thought that this was important
to share with parents. It is up to
children to define their identity
and who they want to be and
this should not be defined by
their gender. Sharing this infor-
mation with the pupils will hope-
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fully make them confident and o i e N Pl YO TR TR
be proud of who they arel! poc i
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I Pupil Voice — Behaviour focus. Thank you to our Year 6 Mindfulness I Have a look at the Kindness
| champions! | suggestions below, this is something :
. that we will be practising with our
I We have spoken to some of our Year 6 pupils about what they | I . P 9 |
| . . | Pupils at home and would be a
have learnt this term about behaviour. . |
I I | good thing to try over the I
| “"We learn about values in assemblies these then link to what and how we I I half term! :
learn in class.”
| We know we should be kind I
I We should always do the right thing | "‘"E"‘K"' WAYS 16 E
| |
I We should be respectful to everyone I snow l" " "
: We should keep our hands and feet to ourselves 1
I We have lots of safe adults that we can talk to : tf m @
I “We have also learnt that if you are mean to others you will not get fairly | ‘57——
| freated either so we have to be nice to people so they will be nice to us. If I m',';‘:,',:t Share somth@ @
I we are all nice, we wil have a really harmonious school and community.” | phay with vou/ \ERIERRBRRERS Sosrhee
I What can we do better? | @@ ..
| |
| ‘“Make sure that all pupils feel safe in school, so that they enjoy coming fo I T R EE——
I school.” : how -H\w dre J \extrd chore else go first
I “"Have even more calm areas and activities that we can do at break and I
lunch time.”
| |
I mn . I @il.niﬂnﬁl‘
Restore the sensory garden so that we can have a calm reflection
I space.” 1

Staff goodbyes....
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| We are very sad to say that at the
| end of the year Mr Jarvis and Mr
|
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ent schools. We would like to con-
gratulate them on their promotions
and thank them for the commit-
ment to SSJS over the past 10
years. Of course, they will be here

|
|
|
Bowles will be moving on to differ- |
|
|
|
|
|
until the end of the summer term. |

Music this term!

This term we have been listening to Sam Cooke.

This has supported our discussion
around the theme of Equality and
Civil rights. We have also been listen-
ing to Vivaldi four seasons comparing
the difference between summer and

spring!

VIVALDI



Ahead of the half term we are sharing the information below on safeguarding advice

for online group chats. Please do read the below if your child takes part in group chats.

What!Parents & Carers Need to Know about

GROUP CHATS
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\WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?
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| BULLYING

Unkind comments or Iimages which

are purposely aimed at an individual

can be shared freely in a group chat -

allowing and often encouraging others

to join in the buvlng behaviour. if this
ontent is shared in a group of their peers

‘(.onpoclnlly a larger group), it serves to

am lify the hurt, embarrassment, anxiety

isolation that the victim feels.

A | V
This common issue with group chats can &
happen in several ways: starting a new
group, for instance, but deliberately excluding
a certain child. Likewise, the chat may take
place on an app which one child doesn’t have
access to, meaning they can’t be involved, A
child can also feel Isolated when a group chat is

used to discuss or share images from an event
that everyone else but them attended.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Some discussions in group chats may
include inappropriate words, swearing and
L itable Images or vid These could be
viewed by your child If they are part of that
gvoup, whether they actively engage in it or not.
ome chat apps have a disappearing message

function, so Kour child may be unable to report

J something they've seen because it can only be
viewed once or for a short time.

ung eopleleng

withitheirpeers)

ge
oups allow, sers messcges. lime

ages v:deo to)
ovmh

SHARING GROUP CONTENT

It's important to remember that — while the
content of the chat is private between those

in the group - individual users can oom‘
share a message, photo or video with others
outside of the %roup or screenshot what's been
posted. The risk of something your ch:(d
intended as private bocomln public (and
potentially goln viral) is hi q ar if there are
people thay don t know well'in the group.

—r '3
UNKNOWN MEMBERS

Within Iorgor?rou chats, it's more w
likely your child will be communicating

with people they don‘t really know. These
strangers may be frionds of the host, but

not necessarily friendly toward your child.

it's wise for young people not to share

personal details ond stay aware that they have
no control over the messages and images they
share after they've put them online.

NOTIFICATIONS AND FOMO

A drawback of large group chats is the '
sheer number of notifications. Every time ——#9
someone in the F'wp messages, your child's
device will be ‘pinged’ with an alert: potentially,
this could mean hundreds of notifications a day.
Not only is this highly distracting, but young
people’s fear of missing outon ¢ e latest
conversation results in increased screen time as

they try to keep up with the chat.

e /

JJ

Adwce for Parents & Carers Ny

CONSIDER OTHERS' FEELINGS

Group chats are often an arena for F\
young people to gain social status. This

could cause them to do or say things on

impulse, which could upset others in the

group. Encourage your child to consider how ™
other people might feel if they engaged in this
behaviour. if your child does upset a member of
their g‘roup chat, support them to reach out, show
ampo hy and apologlso for their mistake.

PRACTISE SAFE SHARING

In any online communication, it's vital for ?/z

young people to be aware of what they're
sharing and who might potentially see it.
Discuss the imrovtonco of not wvoahng
identifiable details like their address, their
school or photos that they wouldn't like to be
soon widely. Remind them that once somethin
is shared in a group, they lose control of where it
moy ond up and how it might be used.

\ 74
Meet Our Expert

GIVE SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Remind rour child that they can confide in you if
they feel bullied or excluded ina g roug chat,
instead of msponding to the person who's upset
them. Validate their hurt 1oo||n s and help

to put them back in control by discussing

how they'd like to handle the situation.

On a related note, you could also

empower your child to speak up if they're

in a chat where others are being picked on.

AVOID INVITING STRANGERS

Sadly, many individuals online hide their

true identity to gain a child’s trust - for
oxample, to gul or information on them,

to exchange inap coprlmo content or to coax
them into doing t ?s they aren’t comfortable
with. Ensure your chl d understands why they
shouldn’t add people they don‘t know to a group
chat - and, especially, to never accept a group
chat invitation from a stranger.

BLOCK, REPORT AND LEAVE

If your child is in a chat where
inappropriate content is being shared, *‘
advise them to block the users sending

the material, report them to the host o‘)f

or platform and exit the group. If any of this
content could be pumng a minor at risk,

contact the police. Emphasise to your child that
it's OK for them to simply leave any group chat
that they don‘t feel comfortable being a part of.

SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Having a phone or tablet bombarded with
notifications from a group chat can be a
massive irritation and distraction -
ospeocially if it's hoppenlng late in the
ovoninﬂ xplain to Kour child thot they
can still be part of the a:oup chat, but that it
would be healthier for them to turn off or
mute the notifications and catch up with the
conversation at a time which better suits thom.
—_—
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Diogia e s

The Digital Leaders wanted to share some valuable information and
helpful tips with you, with regards to staying safe online.

Think before you post

Don’t upload or share anything you wouldn’t want your parents, carers
or teachers seeing. Once you post something, you lose control of it, es-
pecially if someone else screenshots or shares it.

“Safety is the most important thing, and | enjoy helping people with this” -
Campbell

“1 enjoy Digital Leaders because it makes me more confident” - Amelia



» * GOODWORK *
* *

Year 3

Some amazing pencil cases being
made by Year 3, with the assistance
of some very capable Year 5’s

Anna Z has made a pencil case this week!



A record of the investigation recreating the digestive system by Mariam. A wonderfully
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Year 4 inventive poem all about Spring written by Annabel. |
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Yeal- 5 The children in Year 5 have really enjoyed being creative over the last few weeks in our DT and IT lessons. In

DT, they have all worked hard to design and produce thier own cushions with some fantastic results. Some
children have also supported Year 3 with their sewing lessons. In IT we have used Tinkercad for the first time to
design and create our own playground equipment. As you can see, our results are amazing!

These are some
examples of good
narrative writing
from children in
Beech class.
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The District Weekly Gazette

Young hero saves life of fire victim
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Work from Tallulah O, Thomas R and Leo F.

Over the last week we have been learning
about the features of a newspaper report. We
took on the role of journalists, attended a press
conference to gain information and then wrote
news reports about a fictional fire.

The District Weekly Gazette

Youné hero saves life of fire victim
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